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As the economy churns and as companies life cycles evolve ever more rapidly, St Louis and the region need to search for better ways for economic growth and affluence.  

Our changing economic factors will require new ‘value creators’ for wealth creation, product innovation and the new jobs that will last for the next generation.  Universities are the repository of ideas that combine with current employers exploit innovation for market place development.  Value creators are also the stuff new companies are made of.  

And, we have two major research education institutions crafting innovation for this new era.  Both MU and Washington University have unique and complementary arenas of scientific interest.   Today’s research Universities are about ‘research to market problem solving’ in a host of fields: medicine, defense technology, telecommunication, bio and renewable energy, new materials and more.
Both MU and Washington University have been reaching out to each other, to the corporate community and across the state and region to broaden their process of pushing their ideas from the lab to new product creation.  They have always been about providing the best education to improve the region’s workforce.  Now as their research expenditures grow their value for idea creation grows as well.

Let’s face it, more and more basic research is being conducted at the major Universities.  And as the basic research has grown, so have their applied efforts.  Universities are also pushing their technical expertise out their doors with improved Tech Transfer offices and Small Business grants from the Federal Government.  Our growing venture capital structure is keeping a watchful eye as these efforts move forward as are other strategic investors.

Our two major research Universities are rich with talent and ideas.  We need to find more ways to exploit these ideas to expand our regions prosperity.  Today’s gold isn’t in the ground, it’s in ideas.  For Mid-America, gold is neither black nor yellow; it’s the gold of originality, talent and investigation.  Both Washington University and the University of Missouri can be engines for commercial development.  For us on profit making side, our daring act for the future is to take advantage of their research labs.  This great adventure can be our next Lewis and Clark expedition.
